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Me 


“Yesterday, and 
To Day, and For Ever” 


Hebrews 13:8 
Bertha Gerneaux Woods 


IAVORED Peter, John, and James — 
Often I would read their names 
In that tale of olden time — 
How the Saviour let them climb 
Up the mountain top with Him ; 
How their eyes with sleep turned dim, 
Then, arousing, struck with awe, 
How they looked, and what they saw. 


Almost enviously I 

Sometimes used to question why 
Peter, John, and James should be 
Favored thus unduly — see 

Him they loved transfigured so 
On that mountain long ago. 


Lost my envy now, I know 

Joys I thought that I had missed 
Meet me in the Morning Tryst. 
Earthly cares shut out a space, 

I can glimpse a love-lit face, 

Eyes that glow like candle flames. 
Smiling, now, I read their names — 
Happy Peter, John, and James. 


Without a Crash 


Crashes are common these days, 
maiming or killing with appalling fre- 
quency. The mania for speed seems to 
be one of the contributing causes. Her- 
bert Lockyer has said: “Living in an 
age when ‘whirl is king,’ and in which 
man has fallen a victim of his machine, 
the child of God can discern in the pres- 
ent-day lust of speed travel a striking 
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See page 584 





portent of our Lord’s return. SfPyT QinvMieeS@n the situation, and the 


shall run to and fro’!-. . . At Christ’s 
coming, the redeemed below will rise 
from the earth to meet the Lord, miles 
up in the air, even beyond the cosmic 
ray, in the twinkling of an eye. And 
praise God, it will be the speed record 
without a crash! Hallelujah !” 


a 


“Caught in the System” 

It is an unhappy experience to have 
to “go along” with that which we do 
not believe. . Religious organizations, 
éven Christian organizations, include 
many variations of religious belief these 
days, and it calls for close adherence to 
the Word of God, and sensitive, prayer- 
ful discernment, to be kept from en- 
tangling alliances. A true missionary 
was inquiring about a Christian worker 
who is connected with a large and in- 
fluential Christian organization, the poli- 
cies of which at some points are open 
to question. A letter from a friend 
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When the Spirit 


VALUABLE treatise on the work 
A of the Holy Spirit in missions and 

a textbook of mission methods has 
been given us: in “Miracles in Black,” 
by Dr. John C. Wengatz. As a young 
missionary, he had felt it necessary to 
spend years in establishing schools and 
the like. His experiences have shown 
him that this reverses the right method. 
“The heart must first be corrected by 
the Spirit of God.” When this happens, 
a desire for education and industrial 
advance follows automatically. His first 
twelve years of edutational work 
brought little response, “Only after we 
were willing to become nothing for 
God, and allow him to use us in his 
chosen ways, were we able to see his 
wonders in the deep.” 

“We have seen whole villages at a 
time changed by the power of the Gos- 
pel, whole great sections of the coun- 
try and entire tribes turned from dark- 
ness to the Light of the World. Many 
times I am unable to finish my sermon 
as they come staggering to the front, 
weeping and praying. It is not unusual 


missionary made this interesting com- 
ment: “I imagine that he is one of 
those personally sound men caught in 
the system which has grown up, and 
not knowing how to change it or how to 
break away from it.” This discerning 
comment accurately describes many true 
believers today who are in positions 
where their testimony is compromised 
or hindered. Surely there is only one 
safe and Christian course of action for 
all such. If they cannot change the or- 
ganization which they represent, or if 
they do not have full freedom to take 
a sound and Scriptural position them- 
selves, then there is nothing to do but 
to sever the relationship. The apostles 
were forbidden by the religious organiza. 
tion of Israel to teach in the name of 
Jesus. Did they allow themselves ta be 
“caught in the system” by obeying those 
orders? Their answer was the only an- 
swer for true Christians in all such cir. 
cumstances: ‘“We ought to obey God 
rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 
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of God Works 


for me not to get to preaching at all. 
Often the Holy Spirit will take a single 
hymn and do His work. Often a single 
Gospel message through the power of 
the Spirit will bring conviction upon 
those who never till then had heard the 
Gospel. 

“Thus one morning before daylight 
I was awakened by a commotion caused 
by the coming of a part of a village 
miles away who had not been able to 
sleep, the night through, because of a 
sudden conviction of sin. They were 
people I had never seen before, and the 
Christians called their village little 
Sodom. They had exhorted each other 
to hold out against the Gospel and not 
allow themselves to listen to a single 
word, as it would surely spoil their old 
customs. In another wunevangelized 
place, at the end of the second evening, 
we were awakened by loud praying. 
It ran through the whole camp. The 
next day, as I walked through the fields, 
I heard what sounded more like the 
swarming of bees than aught else. Hun- 
dreds of people under bushes were pour- 
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ing out their hearts to God, praying 
their way through to victory. 

“Not uncommon has been the per- 
fect cleansing of our native preachers, 
teachers, and members as they have, 
after much prayer and fasting, presented 
themselves for the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit. Many times our hearts have 
seemed nearly to burst with joy as God 
poured out his Spirit over and over 
again in the service.” 

Here are the authentic notes of the 
early chapters of Acts,— great power 
and great grace and great joy. 

What stories Dr. Wengatz tells! The 
‘ Senguele people were so base, so hostile, 
so vile that none could open work 
among them. When traders ventured 
upon them they were killed, eaten, and 
their stocks confiscated. They were the 
terror of other tribes, and the govern- 
ment was unable to subdue them. 

One day Mr. Wengatz noticed one of 
his boys weeping. He asked him if he 
was ill. “No, teacher,” came the reply, 
“I’m not ill, but for two days I have 
not eaten anything. For two nights I 
have not slept. God has been calling 
me to preach the Gospel to the Sen- 
gueles.” : 

“My heart froze at the thought of this 
fine boy going to certain death.” 

Niku started. Day after day he pushed 
across plains, hills, deep streams. When 
he reached the Senguele huts he 
marched into the center of the king’s 
village and called him to come out, as 

a 





This editorial reviews ‘Miracles in Black,” 
by Dr. John C. Wengatz. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York City, $1.50; may be ordered 
from the Times Book Service, 1721 Spring 
Garden St., Philadelphia.) 
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he had a letter from the king’s friend 
to read to him. When the king crawled 
out and stood with his bodyguard about 
him, Niku read the Gospel of Luke and 
explained it for a half hour. Then he 
asked for a chance to rest until the mor- 
row when the king could assemble all 
his warriors. He was given bed, food, 
and water. They said they liked the 
letter, but did not know who this friend 
was who was writing them. So Niku 
explained about the Friend of sinners, 
and continued month after month. 

After a long time the chief called Niku 
out of his hut and asked him to look him 
in the eyes and tell him “if these things 
were true. He stood up straight as the 
old chief looked at him with level eyes, 
and he explained how he himself had 
been as vile as any Senguelie but how 
this Friend of sinners had made him 
clean and happy. Then said the chief, 
“Lead us down to the white man.” Niku 
explained that Mr. Wengatz would not 
be back until the new moon appeared. 

Night after night they scanned the 
heavens. When at last the new moon’s 
slight crescent was to be seen, the king 
called his drummers to summon Sen- 
gueles everywhere to pack their loads 
for a voyage. The word passed from 
drummer to drummer. 

A great hegira followed. Women with 
children strapped to backs accompanied 
the warriors. They passed long swamps 
and burning sand stretches in which 
their feet were scorched and swollen. 
For a whole year the mission had been 
praying for them. “My heart leaped for 
joy when I saw the face of Niku leading 
the vast procession like a long, black 


(Continued on page 574) 








NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 














What Were God's Plans? 


A very earnest young Christian submits 
these questions to me. I am replying 
as best I can, but I am sending her ques- 
tions to you hoping you will answer fully 
in Notes on Open Letters, as I believe you 
have many readers who would like to ask 
the same questions. 


1. Did God plan that the world should 
remain sinless and perfect in all aspects 
of life and weather after creating it that 
way? 

2. Did he plan for denominations? 

3. Did God give us Jesus only as a last 
resort to salvation after trying the lead- 
ership of judges, priests, and kings to lead 
his people to sinlessness?—A South Dakota 
reader. 


1. When he created the world, “God 
saw every thing that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good” (Gen. 1:31). 
Was God surprised and taken unawares 
when Adam sinned and fell, and in the 
fall brought sin and sorrow and death 
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to the whole human race that was to 
come? For “by one man sin entered 
into the world, and death by. sin; 
and so death passed upon all men, for 
that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). God 
is never taken by surprise, and, in his 
foreknowledge and omniscience, when he 
planned the world and the human race, 
and before they were created, he made 
full provision for the sinful and destruc. 
tive failure of the race that he knew 
would come. For it: was his own and 
only Son who was “the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world” (Rey. 13: 
8). Through the fall of Satan, who had 
been Lucifer, the highest of the angels 
before his fall (Isa. 14:12-15), God’s 
created universe was wrecked, and “we 
know that the whole creation groaneth 
and travaileth in pain together until 
now” (Rom. 8:22). In view, therefore, 
of the Bible’s plain revelation of God’s 
eternai purposes for the redemption of 
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mankind and of the created universe, 
can we say that God “planned” that the 
world should remain “sinless and perfect 
in all aspects”? We know from the 
Bible that God himself is sinless, and 
that he never planned sin or failure on 
the part of any of his creation. But we 
know also from the Bible that God al- 
ways knew that certain beings in his 
perfect creation would, using the free 
will he had given to angels and to men, 
choose to turn away from him and sin, 
and thus would bring death and destruc- 
tion into the created universe. God’s 
gracious plan of redemption, therefore, 
was made in the light of his eternal 
knowledge that mankind and the cre- 
ated universe would have to be redeemed 
by his own great sacrifice; after they 
had. been created by him “very good.” 

On the other hand, it is impossible 
and useless to attempt, with our finite, 
limited, and imperfect and sinful human 
minds, to think into matters that are 
beyond us and concerning which God 
has -given no revelation. There are 
speculative questions that cannot be an- 
swered and that we should, therefore, 
leave alone. 

2. There is no intimation anywhere in 
Scripture that God planned for denomi- 
nations or sects, divisions or separations 
such as they represent, among his peo- 
ple. But he knew they would come, and, 
in patient and loving concession to the 
human weakness and unwisdom of his 
children, he blesses the work and testi- 
mony of-all true children of God, what- 
ever may be their denomination or sect 
or: “independency.” 

3. It is vitally important for us to rec- 
ognize that the Son of God, Jesus Christ, 
was given by God not “as a last resort 
to salvation after trying the leader- 
ship” of others, but as the first and only 
way of salvation from the time Adam 
fell. God showed this in the garden of 
Eden, whether Adam and Eve under- 
stood it or not, when, after judging the 
man and the woman for their sin, the 
Lord God made “coats of skins, and 
clothed them” (Gen. 3:21). Here was a 
divine type, given before the first man 
and woman were expelled from Eden 
because of their sin, of the “Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world” (Rev. 
13:8). The blood of innocent animals 
was shed, and their skins were provided 
as clothing for sinners, as a type of 
Christ “made unto us righteousness” — 
“a divinely provided garment that the 
first sinners might be made fit for God’s 
presence.” All Bible history makes it 
plain that God never provided the lead- 
ership of judges, priests, and kings as a 
way of leading his people to siniessness. 
He did provide judges, priests, and kings 
as his human representatives to point 
his people* to himself, that they might 
believe in him, trust him, and obey him 
while awaiting his provision, in the full- 
ness of time, of “the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world” (John 
1: 29). 
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Il. The mirror of another life 


VICTORY IN CHRIST 





By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. | 








the university I was invited: to 
teach a mission study class in a 
famous young people’s conference of 
our denomination. The usual plan was 
to have missionaries or older Christians 
take these classes. That year they 
adopted a new policy of using some of 
the younger léaders who had been in- 
terested in the mission study movement. 
I went to that conference with a hun- 
gry heart. The vague sense that I was 
not getting from my Christian experi- 
ence all that the Lord intended Chris- 
tians to have was crystallized into a 
definite longing for something different. 
I recall reaching the conclusion about 
this time that what I needed was to 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of 
the Lord, and that in the course of ten 
or fifteen years I would have something 
of the joy and victory that I had ob- 
served in some other Christians. This 
decision gave me satisfaction for about 
two days. I realized that what I would 
have fifteen years from now would not 
meet the problems of the present mo- 
ment. It seemed to me that the peace 
and joy, the reality of prayer and Bible 
study, the supernatural victory in temp- 
tation, the fruit-bearing were things that 
I should have in my life right now. 
When the missionary conference 
opened, the leaders had prayer meeting 
where practically all the prayers were 
for the young people who were attend- 
ing the conference. But one of those 
leaders did not pray primarily for the 
young people who were coming as dele- 
gates to that conference. I prayed that 
the Lord would meet my own need at 
the conference. Did I really expect that 
he would? No--that would be too good 
to be true. 


A: THE close of my first year in 


‘Ready to Take Notes 


Each morning during the conference 
we had three periods, including a Bible 
period, and what was called an institute 
period, in which special methods of 
Christian work were discussed. That 
year the institute period was in charge 
of the Editor of THE SunDAy ScHOOL 
Times, Charles G. Trumbull. I went to 
his opening period, taking a seat toward 
the front, with my notebook, ready to 
take suggestions for practical methods 
of Sunday school work. I expected to 
get real help from this leader in the 
Sunday school world. One of my favo- 
rite papers when I went to the library 
was THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Times. I espe- 
cially enjoyed the column called “Open 
Letters.” Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, the 


“As in water face answereth to face, 
so the heart of man to man.” Per- 
haps Solomon thought of one of the 
quiet pools in his own magnificent 
gardens, and intimate talks with a 
friend of long experience, as he pen- 
ned this proverb.. How often we 
prove the truth of this bit of ancient 
wisdom in our own lives! In this 
second article of his series, to be 
continued in an early issue, Dr. Mc- 
Quilkin tells how he discovered that 
his own heart experiences were re- 
‘flected with startling likenesses in 
the life of another. It is to be hoped 
that his own testimony may lead 
many to turn away from their doubts 
and defeats to the One whose grace 
is sufficient for every need. 








former Editor of the Times, used to say 
that every one was interested in a dog 
fight, and that is why they liked the 
column of Open Letters! I knew that 
this famous editor, Dr. H. Clay Trumbull, 
had died, and that his son had been in 
charge of the paper for some years, but 
I had never had the privilege of meet- 
ing him. 


Why the Notes Were Not Taken 


In this first institute hour at the ccn- 
ference, Mr. Trumbull said that he 
wanted to give a personal testimony of 
an experience he had had in this same 
conference the year before. I decided 
that I could get some good points from 
such a testimony, and had my notebook 
and pencil in readiness. He told us that 
he had been a Christian worker for 
about twenty years, and had tried to 
hold the highest standards in honoring 
Christ and his Word. He mentioned 
having conducted a symposium in THE 
SunDAy ScHooLt Trmes on the deity of 
Christ, gathering the testimony of great 
scholars from various parts of the world. 
But he said that during all those years 
there were three great needs in his life, 
which he wanted to present in three 
words each beginning with “F.” First 
of these words was “Fellowship.” He 
had had an up-and-down experience in 
his fellowship with God. Prayer and 
Bible study did not mean to him what 
they should mean. He did not have “the 
peace that passeth all understanding,” 
and the “joy unspeakable.” At this 
point of his testimony I put away my 
notebook and listened to something that 
seemed to be describing my own experi- 
ence and my own hunger. 








The second word was “Freedom.” He 
did not have any thought that a Chris- 
tian could be sinless, but in his own 
case he was yielding again and again 
before the same temptations. He real- 
ized that there was a promise in the 
Word of God of supernatural victory 
over sin, a freedom from the struggle 
and defeat. 

The third word was “Fruit-bearing.” 
He had worked hard in various activi- 
ties in Christian service, yet he saw few 
if any miracle results. He did not see 
lives transformed through his ministry. 


A Searching Personal Testimony 


Naturally I was startled that this older 
Christian should be describing so ae- 
curately the needs of my own life, as I 
had analyzed them. Later, as I studied 
into the matter, I realized that thése 
three needs are fundamental. They con- 
cern our soul’s relation with God, the 
victory over sin in our own lives, and 
finally the result that our testimony 
should have in other lives. 

Mr. Trumbull went on to tell 1 how his 
hunger had been increased by hearing 
testimonies and sermons that seemed to 
present a view of Christ quite different 
from anything that he had known. A 
new meaning had been given to the 
testimony of Paul, “To me to live is 
Christ.” And he was inquiring as to 
the practical meaning for everyday life 
of the tremendous statement of Paul, 
“Christ liveth in me.” A year before, 
at this same conference, he had heard 
a vesper message of a missionary bishop 
from India who told of the rivers of 
living water flowing through an aged 
Indian woman who had been a Chris- 
tian for only one year. He went ftom 
that meeting to his own room with his 
heart-hunger come to a climax, and with 
the decision to settle the matter with 
the Lord. There he saw for the first 
time the truth and fact of the believer’s 
union with Christ, and he recognized 
that it was literally and gloriously true 
that Christ was living in him. He went 
from the room a changed man. In his 
testimony he told what had happened 
in connection with those three needs. 
The Bible became a new book. Prayer 
became a vital reality. There was joy 
and peace such as he had never known. 





1The substance of this testimony has been 
published in a leaflet, ‘“‘The Life that Wins,” 
which has had the remarkable circulation of 
510,000 copies and has been translated into 16 
other languages. It may be ordered from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia, at 2 cents each, or 
20 cents a dozen. 
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There was supernatural victory over be- 
setting sin—not an absolute freedom 
from failure, but a new supernatural 
power to meet the temptation. Above 
all, there were miracle transformations 
in the lives of his friends as he told them 
what Christ was able to do for them. 

As I listened to this testimony, some- 
thing happened. My own problem was 
not solved. I did not see the full sig- 
nificance of all that the speaker had said 
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about surrender and faith. But one 
thing I did see which was an entirely 
new thing for me. The thought came: 
“God is no respecter of persons. What 
he has done for that man, ke desires to 
do for me.” There sprang up a hope, 
and more than a hope,=a definite ex- 
pectation, — that the desire of my heart 
would be satisfied in an utterly new ex- 
perience of Christ. 
(To be continued) 








And how he learned that not 
every one tells lies 








————————— 


The Boy Who Changed His Name 


By Mabel C. Stewart 

















July days in India, and the mis- 

sionary doctor’s work at the hos- 
pital began early, also. But before she 
started on her hospital rounds, after her 
“little breakfast,” it was her custom to 
gather together the little group of house- 
hold servants for prayers. 

Without the mechanical devices and 
other conveniences we have in America, 
it is necessary for missionaries in India 
to have the help of servants — more 
than one servant, generally, since the 
caste system prevents the cook from 
sweeping and dusting, the sweeper from 
washing dishes or cooking, or any other 
servant from doing any but his own 
work, 

So this morning the cook, the gar- 
dener, and Barkat, the sweeper, with 
his wife and three children, squatted on 
the floor as the missionary doctor opened 
her Bible. Barkat removed his grimy 
turban, for he was a Christian, but the 
other servants, being staunch Moham- 
medans, kept their heads covered. A 
’ slight commotion on the veranda caused 
the missionary to look up. 

“Who is that?” she asked. 

“Just the milkman and his boy,” re- 
plied the cook. “I have told them to 
wait.” 

Nur Din, the milkman, had rather 
noisily but obediently set down his milk 
jars,.and was patienily waiting on the 
veranda steps. His little son, Gulam 
Mohammed, whose name means “serv- 
ant of Mohammed,” had crept closer to 
the open door, where he could the bet- 
ter see and hear what was going on in 
the strange house. 


Ts sun rose early on those hot 


“But Saul, yet breathing threatening , 


and slaughter against the disciples of 
the Lord,” read the missionary, “jour- 
neyed ... nigh unto Damascus: and sud- 
denly there shone round about him a 
light out of heaven: and he fell upon 
the earth, and heard a voice saying unto 
him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou 
me? And he said, Who art thou, Lord? 
And he said, I am Jesus whom thou per- 


secutest: but rise—and it shall be told 
thee what thou must do.” 

“Something happened there to Paul 
on the Damascus road,” explained the 
missionary. “He was blinded by the 
great light from Heaven, but later his 
eyes were opened to see the Light of 
the world, even Jesus Christ. Barkat, 
can you tell what then happened to 
Saul?” 

“He became a follower of Christ,” re- 
plied Barkat, “and later his name was 
changed to Paul.” 

“Which of you,” asked the missionary, 
turning to the children, “has a verse this 
morning?” : 

Barkat’s son, snappy-eyed Inayat, rose 
at once. 

“Lie not one to another,” he repeated 
with fervor. 

After the missionary had led in prayer, 
asking God’s blessing and guidance for 
them all, she came out to the veranda. 

“Nur Din,” she said, “the milk you 
have ,been bringing has seemed very 
weak lately. Are you-sure no water has 
got into it? You bring milk to the hos- 
pital, too, and we don’t want watered 
milk for the patients.” 

“Water? Why, Miss Sahiba,” said Nur 
Din, with an air of injured innocence, 


* “how can you think such a thing? | I 


milk our buffalo with my own hands, 
into these very jars. It is pure, rich 
milk I bring you. Certainly our holy 
prophet, Mohammed the Merciful, would 
not want his followers to impose on the 
sick and helpless. Water? What an 
idea !” 

“A very common idea, as you know 
quite well,” said the missionary to her- 
self. Aloud she went on: “Well, be 
very careful about the. milk, please. 
Lately it has certainly not been what 
it should be.” 

Gulam Mohammed trudged along the 
dusty road beside his father as they went 
homeward. As usual, he had been pres- 
ent at the milking this morning, and had 
seen his father, as usual, add water to 
the milk. He laughed now happily. 

“Father,” he said, “how cleverly you 
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did talk to the Doctor Miss! She can 
never suspect again that the milk has 
been watered.” 

“I’m not so sure. -Some of these for- 
eigners are too suspicious,” grumbled 
Nur Din. “Perhaps I had better add less 
water for a while. The Doctor Miss 
might change her milkman.” 

“Father,” continued Gulam Moham- 
med, “what did that boy mean when 
he said, ‘Lie not one to another’?” 

“Oh, that’s ridiculous,” laughed Nur 
Din. “Every one tells lies. That’s some 
nonsense of the Christians’ teaching. 
Don’t pay any attention to them. Re- 
member you are a servant of our holy 
prophet Mohammed.” 

Certainly Gulam Mohammed had no 
intention of forgetting he was a Mo- 
hammedan. Yet day by day, as he went 
with his father to the missionary’s home 
and to the hospital, he became more 
and more interested in the teaching of 
the Christians. Often he could hear, in 
the little courtyard back of the doctor’s 
house, Barkat’s children singing: 

Jesus who was crucified, 
Form and visage beautified, 


Garments glistening, glorified, 
Jesus who was crucified. 


To Mary, Virgin, the angel came, 
Sojourned once in Bethlehem, 
“Jesus Saviour,” called his name, 
Jesus who was crucified. 

Soon Gulam Mohammed, too, was 
humming the catchy tune. The words 
also came easily, but he knew better 
than to sing them. in his father’s. pres- 
ence. He must not forget he was.a Mo- 
hammedan. 

One morning Nur Din went to milk 
the buffalo. Gulam Mohammed was, as 
usual, at his father’s heels. The buffalo 
was not pleased that her calf had been 
tied to the old tree beyond her reach. 
She was tugging and pulling at her own 
rope which finally snapped. Gulam Mo- 
hammed, standing directly between her 
and the calf, was tossed out of her way 
by the angry, charging animal. Straight 
against the old tree he was thrown, then 
fell to the ground. In alarm Nur Din 
ran to him. i 

“My son,” he asked anxiously, “are 
you much hurt?” 

Gulam Mohammed was crying with 
pain. “I can’t get up,” he said. 

Houses in India are placed so close 
together it does not take long for a 
crowd to gather, if anything exciting 
happens. Soon neighbors from all sides 
came running, and the whole village 
knew that Nur Din’s son, the pride of his 
life, had been tossed by an angry buffalo 
and was badly hurt. Every one had 
some suggestion to make. 

“Is it his leg?” inquired an old grand- 
mother. “Let me rub it, the poor boy.” 

“If you had got him an amulet from 
the ‘fakir,’ as I advised you, he would 
have been kept from harm,” admon- 
ished one of Nur Din’s friends. 

“Why not call the holy man now?” 
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suggested another. 
help.” 

“I am going to take him to the mis- 
sion hospital,” said Nur Din. 

“The Christians’ hospital?” There was 
a clamor. of voices. “You don’t know 
what they may do to him there. They’ll 
make him eat pig’s meat, and saw off 
his leg, likely.” 

“I’m going to take him to the Ameri- 
can doctor,” insisted Nur Din. “If any 
of you want to help you can bring that 
cot, and we'll carry the boy to the hos- 
pital on it now.” 

“Certainly, brother, we’ll help,” they 
all said. 

So willing hands lifted Gulam Moham- 
med as carefully as they knew how, and 
helped the father carry him to the mis- 
sion hospital. 

Nur Din was not afraid of the hospital. 
He felt he could. trust the doctor whose 
kindness to her household he had often 
observed. Yet he was anxious. 

“Is he badly hurt?” he asked. 

“I think his leg is broken,” replied the 
doctor, “but we have often mended 
broken legs. You remember Imam Din’s 
daughter, whose leg was mended?’ She 
can run and play as well as ever.” 

Yes, Nur Din remembered. “You will 
take good care of him, and remember 
he is a Mohammedan?” he asked, anx- 
iously. “Our customs are different from 
yours.” 

“T’ll remember,” promised the doctor, 
“and ‘you may be sure we'll take good 
care of him.” 

It takes a long time for a broken leg 
to heal, and no active boy likes to stay 
in bed, but Gulam Mohammed was 
fairly patient. There were other chil- 
dren in the ward, and the nurses and 
doctor would often read to them, and 
show them pictures, and, tell them 
stories. Sometimes they would sing, and 
Gulam Mohammed was glad again to 
hear the song with which he had be- 
come familiar: 


“He might be of 


Jesus who was crucified, 
Form and visage beautified, 
Garments glistening, glorified, 
Jesus who was crucified. 


Soon he-was singing along with the 
others. Little by little he learned more 
about the Lord Jesus. Other things he 
learned, too. 

“Father,” he said after his return 
home, “you remember what Barkat’s 
boy said at the doctor’s house that day: 
‘Lie not one to another’? Well, not 
every one lies. The doctor doesn’t.” 

“You’re right, Son,” replied Nur Din 
thoughtfully. “The doctor said she 
would take care of you, and she did. No 
one could have cared better for you.” 

Gulam Mohammed’s name is no longer 
Gulam Mohammed. Many years have 
passed since first he heard in the doctor’s 
home the story of Saul, whose name 
was changed to Paul, and later in the 
hospital he learned more about the 
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Christ whose servant Paul became. So 
when Gulam Mohammed, having 
learned to love Jesus Christ, accepted 
him as his Saviour, he wanted his name 
changed. Now instead of Gulam Mo- 
hammed, the servant of Mohammed, the 
name he proudly, yet humbly, bears, 
is Gulam Masih, the ‘servant of Christ. 


New WILMINGTON, Pa. 








Notes from a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















OW often in reading Paul’s letters 

one. is reminded of the thought or 
phraseology of Luke’s Gospel. These 
are a sort of “we” passages, correspond- 
ing to those in Acts and reminiscent of 
the days when Paul and Luke travéled 
together on missionary journeys. The 
lyric passage in Philippians 2:9-13 is an 
illustration. 


PHILIPPIANS LuKE 1 AND 2 
God also hath And shalt call his 
highly exalted. him, name Jesus... and 


and given him a [he] shall be called 
name, the name that Son of the Exalted. 
is‘above every name, 

that at the name of 


Jesus every knee 
should bow. 

To the glory of God Glory to God in 
the Father. the highest. 

Those in heaven A multitude of the 


and those in earth. heavenly host prais- 


ing God. 

For it is God that On earth peace, 
worketh in you to good pleasure of God 
will and to do for the in men. 
sake of his good 
pleasure. 


The verses that follow this great Chris- 
tological lyric in Philippians recall the 
anticlimax that follows the -Transfigura- 
tion, when our Lord came down from 
the mountain to the world of the de- 
mon-possessed and suffering. “Do all 
things without murmurings and disput- 
ings,” says the apostle, going on to speak 
of the crooked and perverse generation 
in which he and his associates were 
living. So the music of the spheres of 
1 Corinthians 13 is, in the following 
chapter, silenced by the Corinthian babel 
of tongues and interpreters; and the Res- 
urrection chant, “O death, where is thy 
sting” (1 Cor. 15:55), by the passage 
“concerning the collection,” and the call 
of the needy. 


Forgiving one another, even as 
God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven 
you (Eph. 4:32). 


HE original is, “Even as God in 


Christ hath forgiven you.” This may 
explain the following verse. “Be ye 
therefore followers of God, as dear 


children.” The original is mimetai, “im- 
itators of God,” that is, of the God who 
revealed himself in Christ, imitators of 
the divine Christ. So in the fifth verse 


VYUY faiov ss wie J 









©. S33 


of the fifth chapter, “Hath any inheri- 
tance in the kingdom of the Christ and 
God,” that is, of him who is both Christ 
and God. How strongly these three texts 
affirm the deity of Christ! In 2 Cor- 
inthians 5:19 the apostle says again that 
“God was in Christ.” Certainly this is 
said by Scripture of none other in 
Heaven or earth. 


And he stooping down ... saw the 
linen clothes lying (John 20:5). 


HE expositicn of this passage, which 

explains the evacuation of the grave 
clothes by the resurrection body, leav- 
ing them intact and in place is now 
well known and accepted. Professor 
John Vallance Brown  (Bibliatheca 
Sacra) is authority for the statement that 
the word keimena, “lying,” is commonly 
used of the body lying in death (com- 
pare the English phrase, “laid out”). 
The “clothes lying” were lying as if still 
enclosing the dead body. 


be 


Hiding from God 
By Jessie Darland 


AUL, chosen to be the first king 
S of Israel, stood head and shoulders 

above any man in the crowd wait- 
ing to shout, “God save the King,” and 
yet when that great moment came to 
present him, he could not be found. 
Why? He was hiding “among the stuff” 
(1 Sam. 22:10). For this young man 
had run to hide, shirking the honor and 
the responsibilities bestowed upon him 
by God. 

We sit back in our smug complacency, 
and say, “If God should ask me to be’ 
king, I wouldn’t run hide.” And yet 
God has said to you, many times per- 
haps, “John, I want you to teach this 
Sunday school closs”; or, “Jane, I want 
you to help sing in the choir”; or, “Dick; 
I want you to preach the Gospel of the 
Lord Jesus.” What has been your an- 
swer? “Lord, you can’t mean me. I just ° 
couldn’t do it. You must get some one 
else.” Who else? “Oh, just anyone but 
me.” 

So you see, we, too, even as Saul, are 
running away to hide, leaving the re- 
sponsibilities of the church to some one 
else, shirking the job God has given us to 
do. And perhaps because we have left 
our work for others to do, it has been 
left undone. Some soul may spend eter- 
nity away from God because we failed to 
go forward in the strength of the Lord. 

These are serious days, beloved. The 
time may be very short, and yet just 
look about you and see how many are 
wandering, lost, despairing, because they 
are still rejecting the Lord Jesus. It is 
a time when every Christian should be 
filled with the overwhelming desire to 
tell the world about the saving power 
of the Lord Jesus. It is a time when 
every Christian should surrender his 
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life unconditionally to God for service, 
and then do the things God gives him 
to do. Does the task look too big? Re- 
member, all things are possible, if we 
only believe and trust in him to supply 
the needed strength. He can dg it. Just 
give him the chance to work through 
your life. You will be surprised at the 
wonderful joy and peace that comes into 
your own life as you go forward in the 
name of Christ, your leader. Don’t 
hide your light under a bushel. Let it 
shine out “before men, that they may see 
your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven.” 

Have you been hiding from God, fear- 
ing that he might ask you to assume 
some responsible position in the church 
—or even some lowly place? Come out 
from your hiding place! Say to your 
Lord, and mean it from the very depths 
of your soul, “Here am I; send me.” 

Have you sometimes wondered why 
you seem to be getting so little from 
your Christian life? Let me ask you 
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another question. Are you working for 
God—or, are you hiding from him? 
To be a joyful, happy Christian we must 
be willing to do his will; we must tell 
others of his wondrous love; we must 
serve. It says very simply in the Bible, 
“Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only” (Jas. 1:22). 

But, we must be humble, depending on 
God, and not expecting to accomplish 
much, if we try to work in our own 
strength. We find that Saul did very 
well at first. And then he became filled 
with self-importance, and right then he 
started slipping. He was disobedient, 
jealous, presumptuous, greedy. He left 
God out of things, and so he failed as 
king. 

Christian, don’t hide from God. Hide 
in God. Is there a difference? Indeed, 
yes! The difference between success 
and failure, joy and sorrow, content- 
ment and despair. Just give him a 
chance to prove it to you, 


BLYTHE, CALIF. 











‘When the Spirit of God Works 


An editorial, continued from the second page 

















snake. I heard them calling to other 
tribesmen that they were coming with 
peace, not with war. When they 
reached us they lay down exhausted, 
but when food was brought they re- 
fused it, saying that they had pledged 
themselves not to eat until they had 
found Jesus in their hearts.” 

The brush tabernacle was filled with 
several thousand. The Sengueles at- 
tended all the meetings, but said noth- 
ing.. The third day at ten o’clock, after 
talking with them of Jesus the Friend 
of. sinners, Mr. Wengatz asked if any 
wished to come. forward and find this 
Friend. There was a tense silence. 

They began to rise and start for the 
altar. “I think their Friend and Re- 
deemer started from. Heaven to meet 
them. When the tribesmen saw their 
old-time enemies coming forward some 
wept for joy, others, frightened, ran off. 
But God’s finger touched them and they 
came back. Then a dozen strangers 
came crashing through the bush and tall 
grass like a herd of Montana steers 
stampeded. I asked them what the trou- 
ble was. They made no reply, but 
passed into the tabernacle and to the 
altar. They had come from a far dis- 
tant and unvisited village, and the Holy 
Spirit had spoken to them.” 

When ihe Sengueles came to leave 
they said to Mr. Wengatz: “Teacher, 
all the other tribes have gone home. 
We are also going and want to leave our 
testimony. Jesus has come into our 
hearts, and we are now clean. There 


is no more war in us. Hatred is gone, 
and we belong to God.” 

As they disappeared into the bush Mr. 
Wengatz heard them singing. The words 
were, “When the roll is called up yon- 
der, I’ll be there.” 

At every pathway they crossed, they 
divided and went out into the villages 
to tell other tribesmen what Jesus had 
done for the Senguele. Niku went back 
with them and is doing a great work 
in church and school there. 

It is as in the days of Elijah, — hand- 
to-hand conflicts with followers of Baal 
and triumphs in the might of prayer. 
Mbaxi was a dying victim of the ter- 
rible sleeping sickness, apparently within 
three days of the end. He asked for 
Christian instruction, and then destroyed 
his fetishes, accepting the Lord Jesus. 
And the Lord responded by restoring 
him to perfect health, so that in a few 
days he was hard at work house build- 
ing. He became a flaring evangelist, 
going from house to house, offering the 
unsearchable riches of Christ. 

The call came to him to go to the 
cannibal Libolos across the Quanza 
River. He went, the work was well 
started, and the people friendly. Then 
came a terrible testing. The rains did 
not come in their season. Month after 
month went by. Famine stalked on the 
heels of drought. The people consulted 
the witch doctors, who were only too 

glad to. charge Mbaxi with being the 
author of this calamity with his new 
and alien religion. Finally the chiefs 
came to him with an ultimatum.- “If you 
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do not leave and cross the Quanza River 
by tomorrow on your homeward jour- 
ney, we will kill and eat you.” 

Mbaxi remembered the story of Eli- 
jah and how God sent rain. That night 
he spent in prayer on a hill above the 
heathen villages. He prayed until ex- 
hausted. It was a night of agony. He 
would not flee. He would be true to 
God. 

When he stopped for a moment’s rest, 
he heard above the noise of the tom-toms 
in the villages below the growl of dis- 
tant thunder. It grew louder and louder. 
Before break of day the lightnings were 
dancing in the treetops and great drops 
of rain were falling. Then it poured. 
The stream beds filled. A great torrent 
rushed by his hut, leaped the rocks, and 
washed a part of the heathen village 
down the valley. 

At sunrise, according to a promise he 
had made, Mbaxi came out to meet the 
heathen, but they were not on hand. 
They were picking up the sticks of their 
huts and trying to find a dry place. 
Mbaxi’s prayer had moved the arm of 
God to split open the sky and bring 
rain that had been locked up for eight- 
een months. And this was done in the 
dry season when it never rains. 


Then there was Buta, transformed by 
reading Matthew’s Gospel and evangeliz- 
ing his whole village until it was the 
cleanest and most up-to-date on the 
whole plateau. The country round about 
was completely evangelized by these 
people without. missionary help. They 
were daily on the trail, preaching Christ. 
Dr. Wengatz heard of it and started to 
visit them. He passed village after vil- 
lage with their tom-toms, wild dancing, 
and heathenish yells. “Suddenly, as we 
turned a corner, we heard another sound. 
It was that of women grinding at the 
mortar and singing, in harmony with 
the beating, ‘Redeemed, how I love to 
proclaim it” They were in the Chris- 
tian village. 

And side by side is the ferocity of the 
kingdom of evil. Dr. Wengatz says 
little of himself, but he does give one 
glimpse of what he occasionally faces. 
Huge wolves roam the African forest. 
Other beasts flee before them. One day 
as he was driving his car a pack of 
eighteen or twenty faced him on the 
road. ‘They were approximately eight 
hundred feet away. He shot them one 
by one, Mrs. Wengatz, who was at the 
steering-wheel, handing him the cart- 
ridges as he loaded. “We prayed as we 
fired.” After each shot the wolves scat- 
tered for a moment then returned and 
formed an approaching semicircle. Sev- 
eral times they drew close to -us and 
could easily have taken us out of our 
open car.” 

But they were delivered. When they 
started full ahead they struck limp car- 
" casses, jumping and bouncing over them 
until they were in open country again. 
Also a miracle of no slight import! 
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The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 2 Chronicles 30:13-22 


Kinc JAMEs VERSION 


2 Chron. 30:13 And there assembled at Jerusalem much people 
to keep the feast of unleavened bread in the second month, a 
very great congregation. 

14 And they arose and took away the altars that were in Jeru- 
salem, and all the altars for incense took they away, and cast 
them into the brook Kidron. — 

15 Then they killed the passover on the fourteenth day of the 
second month: and the priests and the Levites were ashamed, and 
sanctified themselves, and brought in the burnt offerings into the 
house of the Lorp. 

16 And they stood in their place after their manner, according 
to the law of Moses the man of God: the priests sprinkled the 
blood, which they received of the hand of the Levites. 

17 For there were many in the congregation that were not sanc- 
tified: therefore the Levites had the charge of the killing of the 
passovers for every one that was not clean, to sanctify them unto 
the Lorp. 

18 For a multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim and 
Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, 
yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it was written. 
But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, The good Lorp pardon 
every one 

19 That prepareth his heart to seek God, the Lorp God of his 
fathers, though he be not cleansed according to the purification 
of the sanctuary. 

20 And the Lorp hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people. 

21 And the children of Israel that were present at Jerusalem 
kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with great glad- 
ness: and the Levites and the priests praised the Lorp day by 
day, singing with loud instruments unto the Lorp. 

22 And Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites that 
taught the good knowledge of the Lorn: and they did eat through- 
out the feast seven days, offering peace offerings, and making 
confession to the Lorp God of their fathers. 














SEPT. 10. HEZEKIAH: A KING WHO REMEMBERED GOD 


International Uniform Lesson.—2 Chronicles 30; printed text, 2 Chronicles 30: 13-22 
Golden Text.—Turn us again, re) God, and cause thy face to shine, and we shall be saved.—Psa. 80:3 














AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


‘2 Chron. 30:13 And there assembled at Jerusalem much people 

to keep the feast of unleavened bread in the second month, a 
very great assembly. 14 And they arose and took away the 
altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the ‘altars for incense took 
they away, and cast them into the brook Kidron. 15 Then they 
killed the passover on the fourteenth day of the second month: 
and the priests and the Levites were ashamed, and sanctified 
themselves, and brought burnt-offerings into the house of Jeho- 
vah. 16 And they stood in their place after their order, accord- 
ing to the law of Moses the man of God: the priests sprinkled 
the blood which they received of the hand of the Levites. 17 For 
there were many in the assembly that had not sanctified them- 
selves: therefore the Levites had the charge of killing the pass- 
overs for every one that was not clean, to sanctify them unto 
Jehovah. 18 For a multitude of the people, even many of 
Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had not cleansed 
themselves, yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it is 
written. For Hezekiah had prayed for them, saying, The good 
Jehovah pardon “every one 19 that setteth his heart to seek God, 
Jehovah, the God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed accord- 
ing to the purification of the sanctuary. 20 And Jehovah heark- 
ened to Hezekiah, and healed the people. 21 And the children 
of Israel that were present at Jerusalem kept the feast of un- 
leavened bread seven days with great gladness: and the Levites 
and the priests praised Jehovah day by day, singing with loud 
instruments unto Jehovah. 22 And Hezekiah spake comfortably 
unto all the Levites that had good understanding in the service 
of Jehovah. So they did eat throughout the feast for the seven 
days, offering sacrifices of peace-offerings, and * making confession 
to Jehovah, the God of their fathers. 


10Or, vessels. *Or, him that setteth his whole heart. ®Or, 
giving thanks. 


The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- - 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 4 
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The Lesson as a’ Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


N ORDER to appreciate properly the 
| real worth of Hezekiah, and to under- 

stand something of what his reign 
meant to Judah and those left in the 
land of Israel after the northern king- 
dom had been destroyed by the As- 
syrians, it is necessary to read 2 Chron- 
icles, chapters 29 to 32 inclusive. There 
we learn that from the very beginning 
of his reign this king put the things 
of God first, and as a result he was 
blessed and prospered as no ruler of 
Judah had been since the days of Je- 
hoshaphat. One is impressed by Heze- 
kiah’s thoroughness—his integrity of 
heart and his determination to honor the 
Lord and to lead his people in the way 
of righteousness. In his days there was 
a most gracious revival throughout all 
the kingdom, the benefit of which was 
shared by the remnant of the ten tribes 
as well. It was a revival founded upon 
the Word, as all true revival must ever 
be. 


The Historical Setting 


Hezekiah was the godly son of a most 
ungodly father, Ahaz, whom he suc- 
ceeded when he was twenty-five years 
of age. He reigned twenty-nine years, 
from 726 to 697 B. C. 


Verse by Verse 


2 Chron. 30:13.—“There dssembled at 
Jerusalem much people.” In the pre- 
vious verses we learn that Hezekiah de- 
termined to observe the Passover as it 
was written in the Word. He invited all 


Israel and Judah to participate. While 


his courteous invitation was treated with 
contempt by many in the north, yet 
others humbled themselves and came to 
Jerusalem to join with their brethren 
of Judah in observing the feast. 


Verse 14—“They arose and took away 
the altars.” Before the Passover could 
be observed properly, it was necessary 
to cleanse Jerusalem from the evidences 
of the idolatry that Ahaz had fostered. 
Shrines and altars of every sort were 
destroyed and cast into the brook Kidron. 

Verse 15.—“They killed the passover 
on the fourteenth day of the second 
month.” It was customary to observe 


this feast in the first month, but Heze- 
kiah realized the people were not ready 
at that time (vs. 2, 3). 


Verse 16.—“According to the law of 
Moses the man of God.” .They were 
guided, not by their own ideas of what 
was proper, but by the written Word. 
The sprinkling of the blood prefigured 
the redemption by the blood of Christ, 
which every believer now enjoys. 


Verse 17.—“‘Many in the congregation. 
that were not sanctified.” To be sanc- 
tified is to be set apart to God, and thus 
cleansed from pollution. The Levites 
acted for those of the people who were 
not thus purified, slaying the pascal 
lambs for .them. 


Verse 18.—“Hezekiah prayed for 
them.” It was too much to expect that 
all would be ceremonially clean, after 
years of idolatrous associations, but the 
king entreated the Lord to pardon all 
that was amiss, because of the intent 
of the heart to glorify God. 


Verse 19.—“Prepareth his heart.” After 
all, this was the important thing. Out- 
ward purification is a small matter com- 
pared with a cleansed heart and an ear- 
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nest purpose to return to the Lord and 
henceforth to glorify his name. , 


Verse 20.—‘The Lord hearkened.” God, 
who looketh upon the heart (1 Sam. 16: 
7), heard and answered and saved the 
people from the judgments that other- 
wise might have fallen upon them for 
not observing every detail of the pre- 
scribed order. 


Verse 21.—“Kept the feast : . . seven 
days with great gladness.” It was a 
wonderful return to the Lord after years 
of wandering, and the people rejoiced 
as they observed the feast of unleavened 
bread, typical of that righteousness 
which should ever characterize the chil- 
dren of God (1 Cor. 5:7, 8). 


Verse 22.—“Hezekiah . .. taught the 
good knowledge of the Lord.” It was 
like a great Bible Conference. The 
Word was opened up. The truth was 
pressed home to the hearts of the peo- 
ple. They responded by judging them- 
selves and confessing the sins of which 
the nation had been guilty. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

God is always ready to grant revival 
and blessing when his people turn 
wholeheartedly to him. He cannot pour 
out. his Spirit upon a disobedient and 
gainsaying people. But he responds at 
once to those who humble themselves 
before him, put away all known sin, and 
seek to yield implicit obedience to his 
Word. These were the characteristic 
features of the great awakening in the 
days of Hezekiah, and these things are 
written for our learning (Rom. 15:4) 
that we, too, might seek the Lord in his 
own appointed way. It has been well 
said that we may have revival in any 
church, at any time, when willing to 
pay the price. 
Lesson Outlines 

ConpDITIONS OF REVIVAL 
2 Chronicles 

God first (29:3) 

Cleanse out the filth (v. 5; see 2 Cor. 
TAD 

Exalt the work of Christ (vs. 20-24) 

Return to true worship (vs. 28-30) 

Obedience to the Word (30:5) 

Preparation of heart (v. 19) 

Spiritual energy (31:1) 

Liberal giving (vs. 4-6) 

Constructive work for God (vs. 20, 21) 


* THE TRUE PASSOVER + 


29) 
Sacrificed for us (1 Cor. 5:7b) 
Sprinkling of his blood (Heb. 12:24) 
The conscience purged (Heb. 10:22) 
Leaven, the type of sin (1 Cor. 5:8a). 
The feast to be kept in righteousness 

(1 Cor, 5:8b) 

Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


As It Was Written. There will always 
be blessing when the people of God re- 


Christ, the Passover Lamb (John 1: 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


11. September 10.—Hezekiah: A King 
Who Remembered God ..2 Chronicles 30 
12. September 17.—Micah: A Messenger 
of Social Justice ..... Micah 3:1-12; 6:6-8 
13. September 24.—Isaiah: Foretelling the 
Birth of the Messianic King. 
Isaiah 7:14; 9:1-7; 11:1-5 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 1.—The Infancy of Jesus. 
Matthew 1 and 2 
2. October 8.—The Forerunner of the 
We. aaa eek ks Pe beet ’...Matthew 3 
3. October 15.—The Temptation of Jesus. 
Matthew 4 
4. October 22.—The Citizens of the King- 
S| a Ree ne a ee ee re Matthew 5:1-16 
5. October 29.—Beverage Alcohol and 
Social Progress (International Tem- 
perance Sunday). Micah 2:9-11; 
Luke 21:29-31, 34-36; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 
6. November 5.—Righteousness in the 
Kingdom (For Armistice Sunday). 
Matthew 5:17 to 6:18 








turn to obedience to the written Word. 
It is appalling how far the professing 
church has drifted in many instances 
from that which God has revealed as 
his holy will, in the Bible. We need to 
come back to first principles, and instead 
of sitting in judgment on the Scriptures, 
give the Word of God the place of ab- 
solute authority in all things. Then we 
may be assured of the divine approval. 


Hezekiah sent messengers to all Israel 
urging them to keep the Passover ac- 
cording to the law of Moses. He recog- 
nized the unity of the nation even though 
the ten tribes had revolted long since 
and only a remnant remained in the 
land after the Assyrian captivity. Like 
the Passover of old, the Lord’s Supper 
now is for all of God’s people, and should 
be an expression of the unity of the 
body of Christ. : 


Because Hezekiah honored God, he 
could count upon the help of the Lord 
in the day of trouble. The army of 
Sennacherib was mighty and powerful 
(see chap. 32), and the leaders were 
haughty and blasphemous, but Heze- 
kiah’s confidence was in God, and He did 
not. fail him. All the might of Assyria 
was as nothing when pitted against the 
power of God. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Hezekiah put “first things first.” Are 
we more concerned about the glory of 
God and the honor of his house than 
about our own plans and projects? 

The cleansing of the Temple and rid- 
ding Jerusalem of the filth of idolatry 
preceded the revival of. true piety in 
Judah. Have we cleansed ourselves of 


all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, that - 


we may be perfected in holiness in the 
fear of the Lord? 


When the burnt offering went up be- 
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fore God, the song of the Lord began. 
Is our worship based upon and insep- 
arable from the work of the cross? 


It is easy to become narrow in our 
sympathies, and think only of our own 
particular group. Though king of Judah, 
Hezekiah's heart went out to all Israel. 
Are we concerned about all the people 
of God, or are we dominated by the 
spirit of sectarianism? 


The state of the heart is more to God 
than punctilious observance of times and 
seasons. Are we inclined to magnify 
the less essential, while overlooking or 
minimizing the things that really mat- 
ter? 


It was better to observe the Passover 
in a clean and godly way in the second 
month than to endeavor to observe it in 
the first month while the people were 
unfit for the sacred ordinance. Do we 
realize the importance of holiness in the 
life rather than mere punctiliousness in 
ceremonial detail? 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


The Passover was the annual memo- 
rial of Israel’s deliverance from Egyp- 
tian bondage and God’s judgment against 
sin. 


Hezekiah’s reign produced the greatest 
period of rejoicing known in. Judah from 
the days of Solomon to that.time (chap. 
30: 26). 


Never since the separation of the two 
kingdoms had the people of Israel joined 
with those of Judah to keep a feast of 
the Lord until the great Passover under 
Hezekiah. 


It was God who gave the people “one 


heart” to obey his Word and come to. 


gether for blessing. 


There could be no agreement between 
the worship of Jehovah and that of idols; 
hence the need to cleanse the land of all 
images and pagan shrines. 


The joy of returning to God was so 
great that the people “took counsel to 
keep other seven days... with gladness.” 


When God has his rightful place in 
the heart, his service is never a burden 
or a wearisome performance, but a joy 
and a delight. 


When the people got right with God, 
then prayer was heard; but when they 
lived in disobedience, he refused to 
hearken to their cry. 


The burnt offering typified the high- 
est aspect of Christ’s work —an expres- 
sion of his perfect devotion to the 
Father’s will. 


The song of the Lord accompanied the 
burnt offering, but the sin offering went 
up in silence. 


The sin offering typified Christ. made 
sin for us when he took our place, bear- 
ing the judgment that we justly de- 
served. 
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Lesson for September 10 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


N WHAT way did Hezekiah show his de- 
termination to honor God in the begin- 
ning of his reign? 

2. What steps did he take to rid the land 

of idolatry? 

3. Whom did he invite to participate in 

the celebration of the Passover? 

4. What was the response from those of 

the ten tribes? 

5. Why was the feast celebrated in the 

second month instead of the first? 

6. In what way did the people show their 

appreciation of the blessing of God? 

7. What is the great lesson for us con- 

cerning revival? 

8. Of what was the Passover a type? 

9. What sacred ordinance has superseded 

the Passover in the church of Christ today? 

10. What is the lesson of the feast of un- 

leavened bread? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
giveri on page 580 of this issue. 
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From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for wise and devoted leader- 
ship. We thank thee that there are those who 
stand out above the crowd in days of distress 
and bewilderment. Thou hast ever called into 
thy service those to whom thou gavest wis- 
dom and patience to lead others out of confu- 
sion into thy paths of righteousness. We 
thank thee for a lesson of a king who remem- 
bered thee, and who called his people to a 
like remembrance of thy great goodness. If 
those who have gone before us have not been 
worthy may we not be like them in our unwill- 
ingness to follow thee. Help us to note the 
gladness that ran through the occasion of this 
lesson, and may we be glad in any service for 
thee as we render thanks for thy great good- 
ness to us. We ask this in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. Amen. al 


After the Lesson.—We had a lesson 
two weeks ago on a king who forgot 
God. Do you remember the name of that 
king? Yes; Uzziah. And now we are 
thinking of a king who remembered God 
and invited his people to join in the serv- 
ices that marked the turning of the 





UZZIAH FORGOT 
HEZEKIAH REMEMBERED GOD 


WHICH DO WE? 











people to God, away from their stub- 
bornness and disobedience. I wonder if 
any of us in this room today have ever 
been stubborn and refusing to do what 
God has wanted us to do? The history 
of the people of Judah is not like a level 
highway but more like a rough up and 
down hill country, with many turns in 
the road where the way is hard and 
troublesome. We, like them, have had 
troubles outside of ourselves, but isn’t it 
true that our greatest difficulties have 
come from within? We have often for- 
gotten God and have pushed on in our 
own .way without yielding life to him. 
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There is great joy in your own heart 

when you do commit your life to him, 

who is Saviour and Lord. Have you 

done so freely and fully? Let us pray. 
Franconia, N. H. 


we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Cleaning Up.—All the’ altars for in- 
cense took they away (2 Chron. 30:14). 
At the beginning of these studies atten- 
tion was called to the fact that the his- 
tory of the Hebrews was a story of the 
ups and downs of a great people; just 
as American and English political his- 
tory are stories of the ins and outs. 
Right in God’s sight. Evil .in God’s sight. 

Israel true to God—prosperous. | Is- 
rael after false gods—disaster. As the 
street would say, Hezekiah was “up 
against” a big job (Psa. 115:4, 5, 8; Acts 
14: 14-17). 

Forty-six years.ago the Coatesville 
mill suburb of Rock Run was probably 
one of the toughest spots in the Union. 
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About once a-month a dead man was 
found in the mill dam around which the 
village snuggles. 

There was a mission Sunday school 
which was about to “fold up.” This 
largely because the teachers from 
Coatesville were afraid to go up there 
Sunday afternoons. This was the time 
of day when the “white mule,” “red- 
eye,” and other poisons had the Negroes 
from Philadelphia and the Run, along 
with the white “roughnecks,” the crazi- 
est. 

Our minister came to me and said: 
“Ridgway, we must not let that little 
school close up. If you will go up there 
and hold things together for a month 
or so I think I will be able to find a 
superintendent for it. I know it is ask- 
ing a lot of you to give up your Sunday 
afternoons, after your morning work as 
teacher of the Iron Rose Bible Class.” 

Well, I went to Rock Run for “a month 
or so” in 1893. I have. been there ever 
since. My first job was to clean the 
place up. I soon had some prominent 
citizens in the West Chester jail, and at 
the same time I had their children in 


“Unto you that fear my name 

shall the Sun of righteousness 

arise with healing in his wings” 
Mal. 4:2. 





now available in tract form, and may be purchased from the Gospel Truth Poster Service, Box 
388, Findlay, Ohio. A packet of sample tracts, containing nearly a hundred varieties, wil) be 
sent to any address upon receipt of 25 cents. 











catia OE 
- - ml 
cee 

ee 












578 * 


the school. I not only was superintend- 
ent but I had a big class of colored boys, 
and they were fine. The “clean up” 
was not an easy job, Hezekiah, any more 
than was yours. 

“I am afraid some of those Philadel- 
phia rowdies will kill you,” warned Mrs. 
Ridgway. 

“Well, Mary, I have always wanted to 
die with my boots on, in the Lord’s serv- 
ice, and here is my chance!” I laughed 
at her. 

But we got rid of the “altar of incense” 
(craps, rum, and fight) and this “Heze- 
kiah” started on his long reign as “Rock 
Run Ridgway.” 


The Lord’s Supper.—A multitude of 
the people ... had not cleansed them- 
Selves, yet did they eat the passover. 
... But Hezekiah prayed for them (v. 
18). When, years ago, I came into the 
Christian church, our minister was a 
Scotsman named James Roberts, a hard- 
hitting, plain-spoken pastor. At. the 
communion service every four months 
Dr. Roberts would stand at the table, 
and with great solemnity, awe, and im- 
pressiveness warn those who “had not 
cleansed themselves” (he did not put it 
just that way!) not to come to the 
Lord’s Supper. 

Human nature and human frailty and 
human weakness seem to have been 
much the same in that ancient 700-B. C. 
day as in this modern A. D. 1900 one. 
(Isa. 53:6; Rom. 3:10.) 

In those days I spent much of my 
unused time visiting a beloved aunt in 
Bordentown, N. J. She had a big hand 
in raising me, the firstborn of ten of her 
oldest sister Susie. 

On a visit shortly after I had joined 
the church, of which I am now a mem- 
ber, I accompanied the family to their 
Episcopal Church. It was the first Sun- 
day of the month, and communion. Uncle 


and Aunt and the two girls got up and 


went out. I, of course, followed. 

“Why did all you folks run away from 
the sacrament?” I asked. 

“We are not worthy tod sit at the Lord’s 
table,”! they said. 

“Of course not! Who is? Because we 
are all sinners is why the blood had to 
be shed, and that is what the holy ordi- 
nance is all about.” 

We argued all the way home and 
through the lunch and until napping 
time. 

It was my first attempt to explain and 
interpret Scripture. I knew only a lit- 
tle, but I made out because Uncle Lew 
and Aunt Annie knew little or nothing 
about the Bible. Their ignorance was 
abyssmal. They thought the Apocrapha 
was a part of the inspired Word. But 
they grew in grace and knowledge, as 
did Israel under Hezekiah. 

I might add this dear uncle and aunt 
joined the church when in their sixties, 
and I was my aunt’s godfather. That is 
to say, the baby Aunt Annie used to 
take care of was the man who:stood with 


be blessing wnen u~ --- 
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her years later when she gave her heart 
to the Lord and joined His church. 


The Voice.—And Hezekiah spake com- 
fortably unto all the Levites (v. 22). 
This expression shows just what sort 
of king Hezekiah was when at his best. 
The word “comfortably” has a nice, snug, 
homey sound: “As one whom his mother 
comforteth” (Isa. 66:13). 

There are all-sorts of ways in which 
people speak, The one who has by 
nature or by acquisition a voice that is 
full of comfort has a great asset. There 
is a great difference in the voices of the 
“hello girls” over the phone. 

The public speaker, whether preacher, 
politician, radio announcer, lecturer, who 
is sufficiently master of his voice and 
disposition to be able always to speak 
“comfortably” is likely to be found a 
great success in his profession. 

If I was a young man facing a talking 
career I would try to get myself into the 
hands of a voice trainer and give as 
much atttention to vocal culture as the 
great artist gives to his singing voice. 
(Isa. 51:3; Ezek. 33:32.) 

Here is a nice story, if you tell it right. 
There was a self-made man who could 
neither read nor write. (One such was 
an old friend of mine who owned a 
prosperous factory near Coatesville.) He 
sent his son to college. When the boy 
wrote him, he would get some acquaint- 
ance to read the letter to him. One day 
he got this letter: 

“Dear Father: I am sick. Send me 
some money. Your son, John.” 

The first man the father met was a 
peppery little tinker.and he read (now 
put all the snap in it you can), “Dear 
Father: I am sick. Send me some 
money! Your son, John.” 

“Read that again.” 

The tinker read sharper, shriller, and 
snappier than before. 

“Not a cent!” cried the hurt father, 
“when he talks like that.” 

With a sad heart the father proceeded 
along the road, wondering why John 
should talk to him like that. He came 
to the blacksmith shop, where his old 
friend the smith had read John’s former 
letters for him. 

“Henry, here’s a letter from John I 
can’t just understand. Will you read it 
for me?” 

With a deep, gentle, tender voice the 
smith read (now put all your elocution 
into it), “Dear Father: I am sick. Send 
me some money. Your son, John.” 

“What’s that? Read it again!” 

The smith again read with a voice full 
of love and music. 

“When John talks to me like that, I'll 
send al! the money he wants,” cried the 
father. ; 

That’s speaking comfortably, and the 
next time you have to listen to shrill, 
snappy speakers, think of the tinktr and 
the blacksmith. x 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
for this department; one dollar is paid for 
each illustration accepted, and two dollars 

for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, whi might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

For Children Only.—Nevertheless 
divers of Asher and Manasseh and of 
Zebulun humbled themselves, and came 
to Jerusalem (2 Chron. 30:11). “Their 
Size is Their Ticket,” the Chicago Daily 
News captions a picture of small chil- 
dren entering a “tiny-tot play lot” 
through a low gateway shaped like a 
keyhole. Admittance to the lot, given 
to the youngsters of Oak and Sedgwick 
Streets by Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Dewey, 
depends on the ability of the child to 
walk upright through the low gate. Size, 
too, determines whether or not a person 
enters Heaven. When his disciples asked 
the Lord Jesus who was the greatest in 
the Kingdom of Heaven, he “called a 
little child unto him, and set him in the 
midst of them, and said, Verily I say 
unto you, Except ye be converted, and 
become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matt. 18:1-3)—From Now. Sent by 
Albert Mygatt, Canby, Minn. 


Israel Without Blood Sacrifice —Then 
they killed the passover, .. . the priests 
sprinkled the blood (vs. 15, 16). . “What 
is it that makes atonement for the soul?” 
asked a Jewish rabbi’s son of his father. 
“It is the blood,” answered the father, 
quoting Leviticus 17:11. “Then why are 
there no blood sacrifices in our syna- 
gogues?” persisted the boy. The old man 
had to confess sadly that no sacrifice 
could be lawfully offered except at Jeru- 
salem, “Then,” said his son, “we have 
no atonement.” His father could offer 
him no help here, for the orthodox Jews 
have no adequate answer to such an 
argument. And so began the search for 
atoning blood which ended for the rabbi’s 
son at the foot of the cross. No won- 
der that the godly pray with tears that 
the ‘Temple site might be theirs! It is 
only by means of an answer to that 
prayer, so they believe, that the blood 
sacrifices can be restored, and thus the 
sins of the people adequately dealt with. 
But in the meantime, many are led 
through the mercy of God to see this 
need fully met by the precious blood of 
Christ, shed on the cross of Calvary.— 
Young People’s Full Gospel Quarterly. 
Sent by Elsie M. Watkins, Bend, Oreg. 


‘Mere Death Not Enough.—The priests 
sprinkled the blood (2 Chron. 30:16). 
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Lesson for September 10 


Dr. George F. Pentecost is said to have 
gone to Boston once to deliver a series 
of Gospel addresses. The committee met 
him and asked him what his theme 
would be. He told them that he thought 
he would take something fundamental 
and speak on-the blood of Christ. Said 
they, “Doctor, hadn’t you better change 
your subject and make it the death of 
Christ, for the term blood is not very 
popular with many of the people in Bos- 
ton.” The Doctor replied, “Jesus might 
have died in bed without shedding His 
blood, and ‘without shedding of blood is 
no remission.’ I expect to stick to the 
blood as my theme.”—From “Paul’s Con- 
version,’ by Chas. Reitzel. Sent by 
Arlowene B. Ellis, Rochester, Minn. 
Prize illustration. 


Better Than Seeking God.—That pre- 
pareth his heart to seek God (v. 19). 
There is something better than seeking 
God — even better than seeking him with 
the :whole heart. For as long as we 
seek we are unsatisfied; and God has 
something better for us than that. The 
Keswick Calendar gives an incident of 
the. great Scottish scholar, Professor 
Duncan, known to his students as “Rabbi 
Duncan” because of his Oriental schol- 
arship. A friend overheard him talking 
to a poor old woman, and this is what 
the great scholar was saying: “Now you 
have promised to seek; only remember, 
seeking will not save you. But if you 
seek you wili find, and finding will save 
you.” Finding is infinitely better than 
seeking. The only purpose of seeking is 
finding, and unless the finding comes the 
seeking has been a failure—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


A Joyous Exchange.—Prdised Jehovah 
day by day, singing (v. 21, R. V.). The 
refrain of a Gospel song that I heard a 
Salvation Army lassie sing with quiet 
power a few days ago offers what I think 
is the best of all cures for fear, worry, 
and anxiety. The last line of the refrain 
is, “For Jesus took my burden, and left 
me with a song.” There cannot be 
nervous indigestion where there is faith 
and trust and a song in the heart.— 
From Roy Wallace Thomas. Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Lacona, N. Y. 


The Light of the World.—Turn us 
again, O God, and cause thy face to 
shine; and we shall be saved (Golden 
Text). At a discussion in London, a 
workingman was showing what Christ 
had done to enlighten the world. The 
Christian nations were the most pro- 
gressive, the most advanced, the most 
enlightened. An infidel rose, and said: 
“It is all nonsense. Gas has done more 
to enlighten the world than the Bible.” 
“Well, then,” replied the Christian, 
“when you are dying send for the gas 
man.”—From “5000 Best Modern IIllus- 
trations,” by Hallock. Sent by Josephine 
A. Kinzly, North Tonawanda, N. Y. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: “First !’’ 
Discussion: What are the currents a 


fellow has to “buck’’ today if he gives 
God first place in his program? 


Objective: Matthew 6:33. 











pay fellows, I want to put Hezekiah 
in the “First Class.” “He, in the first 
year of his reign, in the first month, 
opened the doors of the house of the 
Lord, and repaired them” (2 Chron. 29: 
3). 

Hezekiah reminds me of a young fel- 
low who almost promised me he would 
come up and publicly confess Jesus 
Christ one night when the invitation 
would be given from the pulpit. All 
through the sermon I saw him sitting 
back there with his jaws set. I wasn’t 
sure whether those set jaws meant he 
was determined not to come, or that his 
mind was fully made up to come. When 
the invitation hymn was announced, and 
the people stood up to sing, on the first 
word of the first line of the first verse 
that boy bolted out into the aisle and 
started down to the platform. I thought 
how fine it was that he did not wait for 
the second verse, or even for the second 
line of the first verse, or even for the 
second word of the first line. 

When God’s Spirit challenges, act at 
once; don’t wait. The Devil will slip 
over a left hook right there and start 
you back. : 

The name of this king who remem- 
bered God was Hezekiah—not Hesi- 
tate. One is impressed by his prompt- 
ness and wholeheartedness with a good 
impulse. The record is eloquent with it. 
Look: “And Hezekiah rejoiced, and all 
the people, that God had prepared the 
people: for the thing was done sud- 
denly” (2 Chron. 29:36). Then look 
again: “And in every work that he be- 
gan in the service of the house of God, 
and in the law, and in the command- 
ments, to seek his God, he did it with 
all his heart, and prospered” (2 Chron. 
31:21). 

Fellows, Hezekiah rose to the emi- 
nence of a godly king in spite of the 
handicap of a bad father. King Ahaz 
had given Judah sixteen years of an 
evil reign, “for he walked in the ways 
of the kings of Israel, and made also 
molten images for Baalim. Moreover 
he burnt incense in the valley of the son 
of Hinnom, and burnt his children in the 
fire, after the abominations of the 
heathen whom the Lord had cast out 
before the children of Israel” (2 Chron. 
28:2, 3). It is usually a great misfor- 
tune, and results disastrously, to have 
a bad father. But Hezekiah had a good 
mother and that, humanly speaking, in 
his case redeemed the situation. Her 
name was Abijah, which means “of Je- 
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hovah.” She was the daughter of Zech- 
ariah (2 Chron, 29:1). It is a wonderful 
thing to have a good mother. I doubt: 
not that she had many a secret session 
with her boy, showing him the folly of 
idolatry and the blessedness of being 
true to the one and only God. So when 
he was twenty-five years old and be- 
came the king of Judah his heart was 
prepared to seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and, boy, 
how he did go after it! God gave him 
twenty-nine years of a prosperous and 
conquering administration; peace with 
his enemies, and rich tribute from every 
quarter. 

Fellows, our great lesson today is 
prompt response to the Spirit’s call, and 
with the whole heart. There used to 
be a motto going around like this: “Obey 
that impulse!” It is all right if the 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson » 


By Wade C, Smith 
Author of “The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 
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impulse is a right one. But be sure 
it is a right one. No need ever to be in 
doubt about it either. Ask God, with 
a surrendered will, and he will give you 
a clear lead. Until he does, be still. 


Sometimes God delays in order to test us © 


—to see if we have the faith to be pa- 
tient and wait for him. 

“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust 
also in him; and he shall bring it to 
pass” (Psa. 37:5). 


Ho.tiy Grove, ARK. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 577) 


1. By opening the doors of the Temple, 
which his ungodly father, King Ahab, had 
neglected. 


2. He gave orders to destroy all pagan 
altars and hew down all idols. 


3. The remnant of the ten tribes and all 
of Judah. 


4. Many laughed at the invitation, but a 
few accepted it gladly. 


5. Because of the many who were cere- 
monially unclean. 


6. By deciding to keep seven additional 
days, and making a clean riddance of idol- 
atry. - 

7. That God will always give revival when 
sin is judged and his people wait expec- 
tantly upon him. 








Sound Preparation 
for College 


To give boys sound preparation for college 
is one of the chief functions of Stony Brook 
School. Along with the training of Christian 
character and building ruggedjhealth, it is a vital 
part of the program. 

The School is fully accredited for college 
entrance. During its seventeen years its grad- 
uates have entered more than sixty different col- 
leges and universities. Many of them have 
completed their work with honors. Among the 
institutions at which Stony Brook boys were 
graduated this yeaz are. 


Bucknell Lafayette 
Princeton lowa 
Cornell Bowdoin 
Dartmouth Houghton 
Hamilton Wheaton 
Hampden-Sydney Brown 
Davidson St. Olaf’s 
New York University 
Washington and Jefferson 
Pennsylvania Medical School 
Princeton Theological Seminary 





Will your boy be ready for college on time ? 
Will he be well prepared, spiritually as well 
as mentally, and physically ? The next ses- 
ston of Stony Brook begins September. 20. 

There is yet room for a few more 
¥ boys. Catalogue on request. 


Please mention 
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Stony Brook School 


FRANK E, GAEBELEIN, LITT.D., Headmaster 
, Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 
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8. Of the atoning work of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 


9. The communion of the Lord’s Supper. 


10. The importance of putting away all 
known sin and living in a holy and right- 
eous way. 


My Class of Girls 
By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To prepare the girls under all 
circumstances to remember God. 

Activity.—Hezekiah will be listed on 
the “Success” poster because he remem- 
bered God. For necessary lesson back- 
ground the teacher may read 2 Kings 18 
to 20, 2 Chronicles 29 to 32, Isaiah 36 to 39 
(ine,). 

Memory Verse.—‘I was glad when they 
said unto me, Let us go into the house 
of the Lord” (Psa. 122:1). 











IRLS, today you may report on your 

personal experiences in remember- 
ing God. When has he become espe- 
cially real to you? 

A pastor once told an audience of 
women that their responsibility as wives 
and mothers was great in establishing 
the religious atmosphere of the home. 
‘My wife is the one who encourages 
me to keep my vision focused upon the 
Lord,” he said. 

Eleanor, who had been active in Chris- 
tian Endeavor’ work, learned the im- 
portance of keeping close to God, when 
she left her city home and went to a 
small country town to teach school. The 
village church with its dwindling at- 
tendance included no testimony meet- 
ing or congregational prayer, and Chris- 
tian conversation was not practiced 
among the neighbors. Eleanor found 
it very difficult, all alone, to keep up 
her regular habit of daily Bible study 
and prayer, and she frequently neglected 
it. But always, when that happened, 
she was aware of a decline in her faith. 
At last she anchored her habits to 2 
Corinthians 2:14. Alone she had failed; 
through Christ, her Lord, she could live 
triumphantly. 

Did you ever hear of a church clos- 
ing its doors during the summer be- 
cause the weather was too hot to permit 
people to attend? Yes, that really hap- 
pens. What might the Lord’s people in 
such a town do to keep on remembering 
God? They could have personal or fam- 
ily worship; listen to radio messages; 
hold: cottage prayer meetings, and chil- 
dren’s Bible story hours; carry to neigh- 
bors, especially shut-ins, a word of 
Christian hope; write encouraging letters 
to isolated missionaries; attend summer 
Bible conferences; or take Bible courses 
by correspondence. 

Very few of these activities could have 
been practiced away back in 700 B. C. 


Therefore, when wicked Ahaz, king of ~ 


Judah, “shut up the doors of the house 
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of the Lord,” the people soon: forgot 
God (2 Chron. 28:22-25). 

Fortunately, though, for Judah, Ahaz’s 
son Hezekiah did not follow in his 
father’s footsteps. He patterned his life 
after King David, and became one of 
Judah’s best kings (2 Kings 18:3, 5). 
Note some of the high lights of his reign. 


SPIRITUAL REVIVAL 


1, Preparation.—The first month of the 
first year of his reign he opened the 
Temple doors and proclaimed a national 
“right-about-face” toward God (2 Chron. 
29:6). Sixteen days were spent cleans- 
ing “all the house of the Lord” (2 Chron. 
29:18). Can you picture the first serv- 
ice? (2 Chron. 29:20-36.) There was a 
sin offering for the kingdom; also burnt 
offerings, thank offerings, drink offerings 
— offerings for every need, followed by 
glorious rejoicing (Heb. 9:14). 

2. The Passover (1 Cor. 5:7).—For a 
long time the Passover feast had been 
neglected (2 Chron. 30:5; Exod. 12:14). 
As soon as Temple worship was re- 
stored, Hezekiah sent his postmen ‘to 
carry an invitation to all Israel, as well 
as to Judah, to assemble at Jerusalem 
in the second month, May (Num. 9:10, 
11). How were the king’s messengers 
received? Some folks “laughed them to 
scorn, and mocked them.” Others “hum- 


bled themselves, and came .. . and: 


there assembled . . . much people.” 

Hezekiah was a king who loved his 
people. “The good Lord pardon every 
one,” prayed he for unsanctified ones. 
The Lord answered with such a bountiful 
blessing that the people remained for 
two weeks instead of the customary one 
week, listening to Levite teachers, and 
making confession and prayer (2 Chron. 
30:21, 22). 


3. Progress.—Did the influence of this 
revival last? Such a thorough cleans- 
ing was made of all that which was 
corrupt that it became much easier for 
people to remember God. Idols and 
groves which invited attention were de- 
stroyed. Among these was “the brasen 
serpent that Moses had made” (2 Kings 
18:4). Hezekiah appointed the courses 
of the priests and Levites, and asked 
his people to bring tithes for Temple 
support (2 Chron. 31:9, 10). 


SOcIAL AND POLITICAL RELATIONS 


1. Because Hezekiah took the Lord 
with him, he was victorious in battle 
with the Philistines (2 Kings 18:7, 8). 

2. During Hezekiah’s reign, Senna- 
cherib, king of Assyria, conquered the 
ten tribes of Israel, and carried them 
into captivity (2 Kings 18:11-13). When 
the Assyrians threatened Judah, Heze- 
kiah consulted with God and with God’s 
representative, Isaiah, and the Lord took 
magnificent charge of the situation (2 
Chron. 32:7, 8; Isa. 37:20, 33-38). 


Economic ACHIEVEMENTS 
In these, too, Hezekiah remembered 


“God. Personal wealth and civic improve- 
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Lesson for September 10 


ments were prominent during his reign 
(2 Chron. 32:27-30). 


EDUCATIONAL AND CULTURAL ADVANCEMENT 


Under Hezekiah’s direction a group of 
Proverbs was collected (Prov. 25:1, 2). 
Also, the literature of the Psalms was 
brought back into use so that the peo- 
ple might enjoy their beauty, and 
through them worship J ehovah (2 Chron. 
29:30). 

PHYSICAL RECOVERY 


In sickness Hezekiah remembered God, 
and prayed for health; but better still, 
he remembered to praise God when 
health was restored. See his personal 
testimony (Isa. 38: 10-20). 

Was his reign entirely without fault? 
No, for at one time he indiscreetly dis- 
played his treasures to a foreign enemy, 
thus bringing future suffering to his peo- 
ple (Isa. 39:4-8; Dan. 1:3; Matt. 7:6). 
Nevertheless, he was a king who humbly 
acknowledged his Redeemer (Isa. 38: 
17, 20). 

(Pass the following to each girl.) 

Hezekiah remembered God Do I? 





1s I WOrOe.: ie hc PEA 
2. In social contacts ......... 
8. In education and culture . 
4 Tr DUeimeee ee 
5. In sickness and health ...]......... 


Next week we shall consider being a 
friend to the oppressed, from God’s point 
of view. Learn Micah 6: * 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


Ld 
How the Lesson is. Taught This Week 


Today we put a king in our row, and his 
name is Hezekiah. 














GAIN we have a young man to study 
about, a young king, just twenty-five 
years old when he began to be king, 
and he was king over Judah twenty- 
nine years. He was the son of a wicked 
father, so wicked that he had cut up 
the vessels in the Temple, and had closed 
the doors of the Temple, and had builded 
altars to heathen gods in every corner 
of Jerusalem. 
But I am sure Hezekiah had a godly 
mother, for in the very first month he 
was king, he had the doors of the Tem- 
ple repaired and opened, and then he 
called together the priests and the 
Levites, the men who should have been 
serving in the Temple. He told them 


he was going to open the Temple again, 


and he wanted them to clean it up, from 
one end to the other, so they went to 
work to house clean the whole Temple 
and all the things in it. They even re- 
made the dishes the wicked father of the 
king had cut up, and they put them back 
in their places in the Temple. 


It took them eight days to get every- - 
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thing clean and -pure, and then ‘they told 
Hezekiah, the king. Early in the morn- 
ing he rose up and gathered the rulers 
of the city, and they went up to the 
house of the Lord. Then he com- 
manded the priests to offer sacrifices 
to God, and made a sin offering for all 
Israel, and the Levites were there with 
harps and other musical instruments, 
and the priests had trumpets, and all 
the singers sang, and all the people wor- 
shiped God. 

After this, Hezekiah sent out invita- 
tions to all the tribes of Israel and Judah 
to come to Jerusalem and hold the feast 
of the Passover. (That was to ‘make 
them remember how. the Lord had 
brought their fathers out of Egypt.) In 
those days there were no mail trains or 
air mail, no way to send letters except 
by a man who carried them. 

If you had an invitation from a king, 
you’d be pretty apt to accept it, wouldn’t 
you? People have just been accepting 
invitations to meet the king and queen 
of Great Britain, and they have been 
very glad to be invited. But many of 
the people laughed at the invitation of 
King Hezekiah.’ Only a few of the peo- 
ple of Israel accepted, but all of Judah 
were glad to accept. So a great host 
of people came to Jerusalem to keep the 
Feast of the Passover. 

After they had done this, they were 
so full of joy that they had seven more 
days of worship and sacrifice to God. 
They were not required to keep these 
seven days; they did it because their 
hearts were so full of joy and gratitude 
to God. 

What would happen to our churches 
and Sunday schools if such a thing were 
to happen to America? Now we hear 
children saying, “Oh, dear, do I have 
to go to Sunday school today?” We 
hear grown-ups saying, “I suppose I must 
go to church today.” When their hearts 
are right, they are going to say, “I am 
so glad to go to church and Sunday 
school.” They will even be having meet- 
ings on other days to study the Word 
of God. 

Well, after they had praised God for 
an extra seven days, they went out all 
over Judah and Benjamin, and _ also 
Ephraim and Manasseh, and threw down 
all the altars and broke the idols in 
pieces; they cleaned up the whole coun- 
try. One thing more: when they went 

home, Hezekiah commanded them to 
bring a tenth of all they had —their 
gifts to the Lord — and the Lord’s house 
was full. If you are right with God, you 
will want to give to his service. Do you 
try to cheat God? I’ve heard of chil- 
dren who spent their nickels for candy 
or ice cream and gave. God a penny. 
I hope none of you would do that. Some 
grown-ups do the same thing. 

How many of us really “enter into his 
gates with thanksgiving, and into his 
courts with praise’? 


Mopesto, CALIF. 


* 581 





[ Children at Home 


The Bird Walk 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


VERY May a noblehearted friend of 

mine gives a bird-walk on his four 
farms. So far as I can learn, the prin- 
cipal crop of said farms is— birds. 
Pheasants, ducks, quail, swans, geese, — 
he raises them all in great quantities, 
but he cares most for the small wild 
birds which come and go. 

Years ago I remember showing him 
a water bird known as the solitary sand- 
piper, in migration, at the edge of a pond 
near his farm. That same day in a huge 


Sell Christmas Cards 


EARN EXTRA MONEY 

for your organization or for yourself, selling our 21-card 
SCRIPTURE TEXT BOX assortment for $1.00, costing 
you 55 cents. Attractive 1940 Christian calendar free with 
every box. 15 other box assortments, and personal imprinted 
catds. Distributors for Messenger Scripture Text Calendar. 
Write for full information today. 

CHAS. A. BELZ CO., 1711 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


p77 CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS—— 


For Sale or for Personal Use 
New, attractive CHRISTMAS and EVERY DAY 
Greetings with worthwhile sentiments, many with 
Bible Texts—in great variety of artistic settin s— 
the type of Greetings Christian people are looking 
for. —— that o- ado ie found in stores— 
Boxed and ate profit—no investment 
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264 Laurel St. sittale, N.Y 




















SEND and SELL Greeting Cards with TRUE 
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Saereane’s Town CARD CO., Shepherdstown, Pa., Box 38 


What a Mother 
found ...at Montrose 


“* 1 have just spent a week-end with my daughter at 
the Montrose School for Girls, What a wonderful week- 
end it has been! Words fail to describe my complete 
satisfaction and joy in committing my daughter to the 
thorough, sympathetic Christian care of the heads of 
the school, with their choice and gifted faculty."’ 


MONTROSE is a fully accredited college prepara- 
tory boarding school, beautifully situated, with spe- 
cial emphasis on Bible study. 


Athletics are widely varied. Swimming, horseback 
ridirig, and winter sports under proper supervision. 











Would you like to know what Montrose could mean 
to your teen-age daughter ? 
Why not write today to:— 

MRS. MARION W. STOUGHTON, Ph.D. 
Desk T 4839 
MONTROSE 
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 


MONTROSE PENNA. U.S.A 
i 
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pin oak on a neighboring property he 
saw his first warbling vireo and learned 
its sweet, monotonous little song. The 
next year when I came back for another 
bird-walk, the pond and the pin oak 
belonged to him, although he had to buy 
another farm to get them. Unfortunately, 
the solitary sandpiper did not appear 
again, and there was some talk about his 
suing me for damages, but the suit never 
came off. 

It can be understood, therefore, what 
an important ceremony his Annual Bird 
Walk is. No bird can be scored unless 
seen or heard on one of his four farms. 
No matter how rare or beautiful a mi- 
grant may be, if seen across one of his 
boundary lines it doesn’t count. 

This year we started before nine 

o’clock, daylight time, which was early 
enough to see most of the birds. As we 
left the great, wide, white-bosomed 
farmhouse, a crested flycatcher gave his 
mad, shrieking call from the top of a 
tree. Probably in some hole in that tree 
was his nest, where his mate would lay 
four eggs, heavily streaked and blotched 
with chocolate. Always, to be complete, 
every crested flycatcher’s nest must con- 
tain a.castoff snake skin. I remember 
once, however, finding a nest where the 
birds used an onion peel in place of 
the missing snake skin. 
’ We heard the mournful coo of a 
mourning dove from a patch of woods, 
and swifts were darting through the air, 
while robins and purple martins and 
song sparrows and starlings were all 
around the house. 

As we crossed the first field, in the 
distance came the little* plaintive flute 
notes of the field sparrow, whose field 
mark is his pink beak, and across the 
first pond we heard the watchman’s rat- 
tle of the kingfisher. 

At the edge of the woods we saw a 
magnificent hawk circling, and the white 
patch at the base of his tail showed 
him to-be a marsh hawk. Another hawk 
in high-sky was harder to identify. Its 
big, fringed wings and wide tail showed 
that it was a Buteo, one of the three 
families of hawks, which are divided 
into Buteos, with broad wings and 
broad, rounded tails, Accipiters with 
short, rounded wings and long, narrow 
tails, and Falcons with long, narrow tails 
and long, pointed wings. We finally 
identified the bird by the narrow bands 


on the tail as a red-shouldered hawk. A’ 


red-tailed hawk shows a red tail, and 
the other Buteo, the broad-wing, has 
wide bands. 

Passing through the woods we came 
upon a great patch of Jacob’s-ladder, 
with its lovely, light blue flowers, in- 
termingled with masses of the rose-pink 
wild geranium with its silver-green 
leaves. It was there that I came upon 
a little crimson flower which I could not 
name: J remembered that years before 
on the side of a cliff I had found a duck 
hawk’s. nest built on a little ledge in 
the middle of a patch of these dainty 
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crimson-red flowers. At the time I 
looked it up, but could never remem- 
ber the name. 

We called to the Botanist, who was 
trying to persuade himself that a myrtle 
warbler in a high tree was some rarer 
and more beautiful bird. 

“Oxalis,” he said briefly and contemp- 
tuously. “Any child ought to know that 
flower,” and he went back to his elusive 
warbler. He was unable to give us any 
common English name for the flower. 
That’s the trouble with botanists, they 
are crammed full of high-sounding, im- 
pressive Latin names but are lacking in 
English. 

In the woods we fattened our list. The 
splintering call of the bluejay, the far- 
away, insistent, “peto, peto, peto,” of the 
tufted titmouse, and the rattling call, 
that runs down the scale, of a downy 
woodpecker, and the monotonous 
preaching of a red-eyed vireo, all helped 
to swell the number. 

The migrants were few and far be- 
tween. We found a myrtle warbler 
with a telltale yellow rump patch, a 
black and white warbler, and the chest- 
nut-sided, a spectacular bird with his 
golden crown, chestnut sides, and white 
cheek patch. His song is much like that 
of the resident yellow warbler, except 
that it always ends in “whee-choo.” 

In the top of a tree we heard the slow, 
robinlike song of the scarlet tanager, 
and finally caught sight of his brilliant 
scarlet body with black wings and tail. 
A minute later we saw the black-blue 
indigo bird and listened to its involved 
and monotonous song. 

The Baltimore oriole with his various 
notes, all contralto, was another brilliant 
bird, and the goldfinches with their 
black wings and golden bodies, and the 
yellow warblers, almost like a canary, 
with yellow heads and reddish brown 
streaks on their yellow breasts, were 
other spectacular sights among the birds. 

Crossing a meadow we heard a medley 
of different notes coming from a bush. 
There were squawks and clucks and 
whistles, and finally we caught sight of 
the singer with his brilliant yellow 
breast, white eye-ring, and olive back, 
a yellow-breasted chat. 

Then in a swampy meadow I heard 


a little buzzing note which it was hard 


for my dulling ears to make out, and 
I told my companions to look for the 
blue-winged warbler, a bird much 
oftener heard than seen. Finally we 
caught sight of him with his grayish- 
blue back, white wing bars, and bril- 
liant yellow breast, while the field mark 
which identifies him instantly was the 
jet black line which runs directly 
through his eye. 

The last bird of the morning was 
nearly my undoing. We were moving 
along the banks of a little stream when 
a small yellow-green bird with wing 
bars and yellowish sides flitted through 
the bushes. Although I ought to have 
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known better, I thought the stranger was 
one of the flycatchers, which are almost 
impossible to distinguish by sight alone. 

“The yellow-bellied flycatcher,” I an- 
nounced pompously. “A rare migrant 
around here.” 

Just as we were scoring it, the bird 
opened its beak and said explosively, 
“whip chee-oo,” the unmistakable call of 
a white-eyed vireo, and the yellow-bel- 
lied flycatcher was stricken from the 
list. A moment later I got back at the 
Botanist, who claimed that he knew all 
the time that I was mistaken. 

“An olive-backed thrush,” he an- 
nounced loudiy, pointing to an olive- 
backed bird with faintly spotted breast 
which had hopped up from the ground 
to a little limb. I focused my glasses 
on the bird’s head and it lacked the tell- 
tale eye-ring which the olive-backed 
thrush must always have and we scored 
the stranger as a gray-cheeked thrush, 
the last of the thrushes to come through 
and, except for the eye-ring, almost 
identical with the olive-back. 
~ That morning we came back to a gor- 
geous luncheon. There I identified the 
most interesting bird of the day —a fried 
chicken. We topped off with a straw- 
berry shortcake, covered with thick yel- 
low cream from our host’s certified 
Guernsey herd, and with some difficulty 
resumed our walk. 

The day ended with a list of seventy- 
four, which broke the record for the 
four farms. 


HAVERFORD, PA. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











September 17. What Jesus Said about Praying. 
Matt. 6:5-15. 


Sunday, September 10 


What Jesus Said about Right Living 
(Matt. 5:13-26) 





Mon.—Righteousness of the 
(Luke 11:39-44). 
Tues.—Christ’s abiding purpose (John 9: 

1-4). 


Pharisees 


Wed.—Forgiveness personified (Luke 23: 
33, 34). 

Thurs.—Love, the fulfillment of law 
(Matt. 22:35-40). 

Fri.—Peter’s testimony of Christ (Acts 
10:34-41). 

Sat.—Christ, the Example of believers (1 
Pet. 2:21-25). 











N HIS book, “What Is the Gospel?” 
Dr. Charles G. Trumbull pictures a 
man whose arteries have been opened 
and whose life blood has poured out 
from his body, lying dead in the gutter. 
“Would it be a hopeful thing,” Dr. 
Trumbull asks, “to step up to him and 


Lesson for September 10° 


say, ‘Just get up and do something, and 
you will be all right’? 

‘Is a dead man going to be brought 
to life, saved, by doing something? 

“Or would the ‘kindly’ counsel that 
his hope of salvation, his life, lies in 
his activity for others, be only irony 
and mockery to him?” 

+) 4 

We can see readily from such a vivid 
illustration from. physical life. how 
hopeless good advice about good deeds 
would be to a dead man. Can we not 
see that this same principle applies in 
the spiritual realm? One of the first 
things that the Lord Jesus says about 
right living is, “Ye must be born again” 
(John 3:7). 

Obviously we cannot begin to live 
right until we have begun to live. God’s 
Word is clear and unmistakable that 
only by accepting the Lord Jesus Christ 
as our Saviour can we be born again 
and really begin to live. 


ve 

But perhaps some of us have sin- 
cerely accepted Christ. We have been 
taught from God’s Word the principles 
of Christian living. We have been con- 
scious that the penalty for sin has been 
dealt with by the Lord’ Jesus, and that 
we have received eternal life as a gift. 
But somehow we have found that, al- 
though we have a new heart and a desire 
to do those things that are pleasing to 
God, we do not always do them. 

Paul, you will remember, had just 
such an experience. Listen to what he 
said about it: “For I know that in 
me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no 
good thing: for to will is present with 
me; but how to perform that which is 
good I find not. For the good that I 
would I do not: but the eyil which I 
would not, that I do” (Rom. 7:18, 19). 

What is wrong? Is it possible that 
we have not really been saved? Not at 
all. Satan would sometimes have us 
think this, and get us very much dis- 
turbed. But the Lord Jesus Christ 
gives us the clew, not only to the past 
tense of salvation from which we are 
saved from sin’s penalty, but also to 
the present tense, in which we are 
saved from sin’s power. He said to his 
disciples, you will remember, “Abide 
in me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, except it 
abide in the vine; no more can ye, ex- 
cept ye abide in me. . . . Without me 
ye can do nothing” (John 15:4, 5). 

Paul later learned this secret, for we 
find him writing, “There is therefore 
now no condemnation to them which 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after 
the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus 
hath made me free from the law of sin 
and death” (Rom. 8:1, 2), and “I can 
do all things through Christ which 
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 4:13). 

If we have, at any time, stepped out 
of the provision God has. made for us 
for right living in Christ, the way back 
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is simple. John tells us that, “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 
1:9). If we have been relying upon 
our own. strength and seeking to run 
our lives ourselves, God calls on us to 
yield ourselves completely to him, and 
to trust him to undertake for us in ways 
that we can never do for ourselves. 

Then we shall find that right living 
will not be a problem or a difficulty. 
Instead, through the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit, will be produced in us that fruit 
of the Spirit which is, “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance” (Gal. 5:22). “To 
me to live is Christ” (Phil. 1:21). 


PHILADELPHIA. 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


September 4 to 10 
Mon.—2 Kings 18:1-6. 
A Ruler Who Remembered God. 
PRAYER SvuGGEsTIons: “He trusted in 
the Lord God of Israel.” We:> remem- 
ber those most whom we know and love 
most. It is natural to forget God;,,but 
when God’s grace is in the heart there 
will be faith, hope, and love of the prac- 
tical sort. Remember God, and you will 
be used to start a revival “right in the 
corner where-~ you are.” Pray for 
Women’s Union Missionary Society of 
America, 315 Bible House, Astor Place, 
New York City. 
Tues.—2 Chronicles 30:6-9. 
A Call to Remember God. 
PRAYER SuGcesTions: “They had -not 
done it of a long time in such sort as 
it was written”: (v. 5). Only those who 
live “according to the Scriptures” can 
influence the people of God spiritually. 
Hezekiah’s personal adherence to the 
will of God gave him power in calling 
the nation to remember God. The “light- 
ning” of godly rectitude moves people 
much more than the “thunder” of re- 
ligious invective. Those who are “awake 
to righteousness” always do something 
to promote revival. Pray for the China 
Inland Mission, 237° W. School .Lane, 
Philadelphia. 


Wed.—2 Chronicles 30:13-22. Remembering God. 

PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “The priests and 
the Levites were ashamed, and sancti- 
fied themselves.” A revival after the 
heavenly pattern moves mightily in the 
ranks of the “priests and the Levites.” 
Ministers of God are God’s first choice 
in the spiritual renewal of the Church. 
God prefers to begin with a restored 
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ministry. There have been few “lay- 
men’s revivals” because God prefers to 
begin recovery with the shepherds of 
the flock. The revival under Hezekiah, 
and most of the other awakenings, began 
with the “chief men.” Pray for India 
Christian Mission, 113 Fulton Street, 
New York City. 


Thurs.—2 Chronicles 36:25-27. 
Joy in Remembering God 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All the congre- 
gation ... rejoiced.” Righteousness fills 
the soul with sweetness. When we are 
right with God, and with one another, 
peace pervades the mind and spirit. The 
peaceful days of Solomon came back to 
Israel and Judah when they returned 
to the good ways of God. When the 
fountain of the heart is purified; the 
stream of life will be a joy and a bless- 
ing. Pray for Africa Inland Mission, 
373 Carlton Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Fri.—Ecclesiastes 12:1-7. 

Time te Remember God. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Remember NOW 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth.” 
Young folks are being made to forget 
God whom they should now remember. 
The lack of Scripture memory work ‘ir 
the home (the true Christian educational 
Se 
MEN AND WOMEN AGENTS 


wanted for low-priced thorough! svanaenen Christian 

books’ by popular preachers and Bi _ teachers. Man, 

inspiring stories also for young peo: Liberal discount 
to SL selling. Address for age particulars, D. 

oody, Founder, 837 N. Wells St., Chicago, ‘Ill. sam- 

ple outfit —three titles (salable for ‘g0c) mailed for 25c. 


Christmas Cards 


21 assorted “ De Luxe”’ cards with or with- 
out religious text. Very artistic. Price $1.00. | 
Attractive Selling Plan. 


MILLER’S CHAMPIONS, P. 0. Box 5412, Phila., Pa. 

















“THE SOCIAL GOSPEL 
AND THE BIBLE” 


A companion me e to the author's * The 
Economics of the the Bible,” carrying many of 
those principles to their present day application. 
Of value to ministers and teachers as presenting 
a business man’s reaction to the modernistic 
trends in the church. 

“I believe it is something that needs to be 
stated and that you have done it in a very 
challenging way."” J. CAMPBELL WHITE, 
LL.D., Acting President of the Biblical Semi- 
nary in New York. 

**Your booklet will be very helpful to many 
ministers. I hope it will have a wide reading." 
Dr. WILL H. HOUGHTON, President of The 
Moody Bible Institute. 

“It is a thoughtful, Scriptural, and convincing 
discussion of the subject. I believe it has 4 
needed message and is worthy of a wide dis- 
tribution." PHILIP E. HOWARD, JR., Associate 
Editor of ‘‘ The Sunday School Times.’ 
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process) is the fundamental cause. of 
this failure. The blame must rest upon 
parents or guardians. More parents are 
making their children to “stumble” than 
are assisting them to be truly wise and 
humble. Pray for Christian parents. 
Sat.—1 Corinthians 11:23-26. 
Remembering the Lord. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In remembrance 
of me.” The ordinances are aids to re- 
membering the Lord. Backsliding will 
be of short duration for those who fre- 
quent the house of prayer, and attend 
upon this ordinance. Those who know 
the Lord best remember him most. “Re- 
membrance of ME” is meant for thee. 
Pray against your own coldness of heart, 
and do something about it. 


Sun,—Psalm 119:89-96. “I Will Never Forget.” - 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will never for- 
get thy precepts.” We can only re- 
member what we have learned and ex- 
perienced. God’s precepts well known 
will be well remembered. Learn in ex- 
perience what your memory holds of 
God’s truth, and you will enjoy God’s 
Word and insure that others will do so, 
too. Pray for Latin America Mission, 
156 Fifth Avenue, New York City. 
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The 1939 
Bible Mastery Campaign 


6C7>PURN the lion loose,” said Spurgeon, 
“it will defend itself!” Turn the 
Bible loose! It is its own defense and 
advocate. Turn it loose in lives, in 
churches, in pulpits! 

There is an amazing number of Chris- 
tians who have never read a Bible book 
through at one reading. Recently a 
prominent Bible teacher stated that he 
was forty-eight before he thus read a 
Bible book through, other than Jude. 
Whitaker Work said: “Experience proves 
that the simplest of all ways of studying 
the Scripture is to read, and to read, 
again, and again, and again.” . 

Ten years ago the Presbytery of Seat- 
tle, seeking a plan for a simultaneous 
and co-operative effort, inaugurated a 
month’s campaign in its own bounds for 
the daily reading through of a Bible 
book. October was chosen, with the con- 
viction that a month spent intensively 
with a Bible book was the best possible 
basis for a year’s work in the churches. 
The movement spread, and last year was 
represented in 14 or more denominations, 
in 39 States, 4 Canadian Provinces, and 3 
foreign lands. 

The movement each year seems to take 
on a slightly different turn. Last year, 
with the First Epistle of John, it was 





Bob Jones College will begin its 


1939-40 Session 


September 6 with 


its Dormitories filled to capacity 


The purpose of this advertisement, therefore, is not pri- 
marily to attract students to Bob Jones College, but to 
remind fathers and mothers that it pays to investigate care- 
fully the educational institution to which they plan to send 
their children. Be sure that your sons and daughters attend 
a college that stands without apology for the absolute au- 
thority of the Bible ; that has an aggressively orthodcx and 
well-trained Christian faculty ; that is prepared to give and 
does give personal attention to each student ; that provides 
a well-regulated social life under proper Christian chap- 
eronage ; and be sure that it is an institution where there 
is reasonable restraint and supervision for the protection, 
as well as direction, of young people in this tempestuous 


modern age. ; 


.* 


If you wish to attend Bob Jones College, we suggest that you wire 
concerning a reservation since our Dormitory attendance is. strictly 
limited to five hundred, and we can accommodate only a few addi- 


tional students. 


Address Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., Acting President, 


Bob’ Jones College, Cleveland, Tennessee. 








(Lesson for Sept..10) Aug. 26, 1939 


that some 200 undertook the memoriz- 
ing of the book. There were 177 in San 
Quentin who signed to read every day, 
six of these were then in “condemned 
row.” 

The book selected for October, 1939, 
is the Epistle of James, a book of five 
chapters which can be read through in 
ten minutes and easily in fifteen. It is 
considered the first portion of the New 
Testament to be written. Its keynote as 
to the-Christian life is “Reality.” Few 
will be in any doubt as to whether that 
is needed today. 

The campaign is promoted for only 
the one month. Many churches and in- 
dividuals have gone on with the method 
in other months, however. The plan 
has become an annual feature in the 
work of many churches. Large Bible 
classes have used it. In West Virginia 
a County Ministers Association used it 
in a county-wide campaign. The Asso- 
ciate Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
the South has adopted it for their de- 
nominational work. ; 

Additional information may be se- 
cured, along with a four-page leaflet, by 
sending an addressed, stamped envelope 
to Chairman C. J. Boppell, 2666 Thirty- 
seventh Avenue, S. W., Seattle, Wash. 
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The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new sub- 
scribers, in the United States and Pos- 


sessions. These rates include postage. 


$2.25—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2.25 each, per-year. 


One copy, five years, $8.75. 


$1.735—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to 


one address, $1.75 each, per year. 
CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


For each Canadian subscription add 25 cents 
to these rates for postage. For each foreign 


subscription add 50 cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published 
weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, in the United States 
and Possessions. These rates include 
postage. 

15 cents—One or more copies to 
individual addresses, 75 cents each, 
per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 

“cents each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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